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Date: Novembet 75,2079

To: Children, Families, Health and Human Services Interim Committee

Ftom: Kristen Bonner, RN, 406. 59 7.607 5, kristen. bon@ rivers tonehealth. org

RE: Testimony

Mr. Chafu and Membets of the Committee,I arn Ktisten Bonner, RN at RiverStone Health,
Yellowstone County's public health departrnent.

I work with the Montana Departnerit of Public Health and Human Services Child and Family
Services division to help chil&en in fostet cate or kinship care situations maintain ot improve their
health. I do this thtough 

^ptogra;fiwe 
call KidsFirst. This ptogtam also exists in Cascade and

Missoula Counties.

It is common for childten in fostet care to have undiagnosed or untreated heahh needs. KidsFitst
Registered Nurses support fostet and kinship families. rJTe connect children in care to high quality
medical and dental healthcate at RivetStone Health or to other community providets. I also assist
families by:

. Gathering, reviewing and maintaining medical records, including immunizations

. Schedulingwell-child medical, dental and vision exams

. Developtng comprehensive cate plans

. Making and coordinating tefertals to healthcare specialists and community resources

. Ptoviding developmental screenings, if tequested and

. Answedng general medical questions

Unfortunately, our KidsFirst program only ptovides minimal prevention and prevention is the key
to keeping out families togethet. One important evidence-based strategy for suppoting children
and families and pteventing fostet cate placements is thtough Universal Home Visiting that I hope
you will have an opportunity to learn more about at youtJanuary meeting.

Thank you for yout time.
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